When [ was 5 years old,
[ was put in school. It
was ',s*zzcﬁ an untbmiliar

[0 middle school [ was
unpopular with the girls,
probably because [ was
shy and relatzvely poor
and dressed in off-brand,
hLaond-me-down clothes.

In bigh school [ was
1ntroduced (o weed and
alcobol.

BECOMING 4 PEESON AGATY
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so small and so with

7 know she 2&&1]’ loved me Dt
but [ Just 18l alone. [ was o <%$

wW1r.

[ badly wanted (o 1 in
so [ began (o get ézgﬁ
prefly regulardly. 144y
made 10 easier (o deal
with the anxiely:.

[ began smoking weed
and drainking & quar of
beer before guing (o school.

[t soon became clear that

[ was out of contzdl.




In fresbman year I was foiling everyibing, so [
was put into Job Corps, & progréam for dropouts.

[ found myself with & bunch of strange (eenagers.
[ bad Jhers card dripping from my head, (rying
(o acg cool. [ (ook up brick masonry bul mosily
g Ligh and sat there like & bump on & log
ungl [ was Aicked out.

[ began hanging out at & bar, selling crack. One
night someone pui something in my drink and 7
taggered mental illpess. [ wandered the sireats
trom 89 (o 9L ungl [ was put in 4 s¢ate basprial.

After release, [ continued my downward sprral,
drtven by impulsiveness and addiciion. [ was now
26, with an estranged wite and 4 9 year old son
who [ rarely saw and Living with my brother and
thther in g crack house with hookers and addicts.

Well, that perdod of my lité ended in (ragedy. Cne day [ was
bigh on crack and alcobol and ballucinating ﬁomZ]jf and I did
2 (erzible thing: [ Killed my father. I am now serving 4 prison
Cerm of patural Iife . 512 tﬁam ot tﬁe ezzd af' tﬁe SL‘az;V
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Yes, [m incarceraied but, odd 45
77 sounds, prison saved my [ré.

[ would be desd by now on the
streets. Addiction (ook my (een
and young adall years gnd made
me like an animal. Bui now [ am
Stabilized and,

more 1mportanily, ~2
Im getting hbelp.

[ &m connected

o God, Living

17ge of drugs and slowly
(ransifioning inio 4 person 4q941n.






